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In the following two chapters (Austrian Political and Military Mis- 
takes) Andrassy gives a very complete and interesting picture of the 
developments in Vienna during the war. The greatest mistake was cer- 
tainly the complete alienation of Italy, though I doubt very much that 
the Austrian government could have avoided it then; the roots of its 
mistaken policy were deeply buried in the past, in the diplomatic 
transactions of the eighties and nineties of the nineteenth century; this 
is brilliantly corroborated at present by the second volume of Pribram's 
Secret Treaties. But the author is quite right in saying that in 1917 the 
only way to avoid the ultimate collapse of Austria-Hungary was to 
conclude an immediate peace; he is also right in censuring the incom- 
prehensible policy of Czernin, who saw the rapidly approaching end and 
yet did not protest in Berlin, nor make it clear there that Austria was 
absolutely exhausted. 

The Russian Revolution deferred this unavoidable end only for a 
few months longer ; the blame for that falls almost exclusively on Luden- 
dorff and the German army headquarters, who could not realize that 
the peoples of the two allied empires no longer had their hearts in the 
war and who still believed that the issue was a purely strategic one. 
During the months that followed, Andrassy was untiring in his coun- 
sels for peace and concessions, but as so often happens in such cases, 
the concessions were made invariably too late. Under the circum- 
stances, as described by the author, it is very questionable if any meas- 
ures could have prevented the revolution in Austria-Hungary, though 
probably some of the extremes of Bela Kun's regime might have been 
avoided. The last three chapters of the book, in which Andrassy tells 
the story of the overthrow of his ministry and of the advent of the 
bolsheviki in Hungary, form the most valuable part of the volume, because 
of the quantity of details, some of which were not yet known to the 
outside public. The only criticism that can be made in this respect, is 
to point out the persistent desire of the author to exaggerate the radi- 
calism of his opponent, Karolyi, to whom he imputes decided bolshevik 
sympathies. In other respects the volume will remain as a worthy con- 
tribution to modern history. 

It is unfortunate that some of the names cited in the volume are 
badly misspelled. 

S. A. Korff. 

Un Livre Noir: Diplomatic d' Avant-Guerre d'apres les Documents 
des Archives Russes, Novembre ipio-Juillet 1914. Preface par 
Rene Marchand. Tome I., 1910-1912. (Paris: Librairie du 
Travail. 1922. Pp. xxiv, 374.) 

This volume is part of a series of books, most interesting and instruc- 
tive, on the origins of the Great War now being published in France. It 
is the result of the work of M. Rene Marchand, a French newspaper cor- 
respondent, very well known and of great experience, who spent many 
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years in Russia, knows the Russian language, and is thoroughly acquainted 
with Russian life and usages. He recently visited Russia again and 
with the authorization and assistance of the Bolshevik government ran- 
sacked the archives of the former Foreign Office of St. Petersburg, find- 
ing there some very important documents of pre-war days, namely, the 
secret and confidential correspondence of the tsar's diplomatic agents in 
France with their chief, the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Needless to 
say, this volume will have an enormous value for the modern historian. 

There are no startling new disclosures in the book of Marchand; the 
main lines of pre-war history remain untouched and the role of the dif- 
ferent nations in respect to the origins of the war is not much altered. 
But there come to light an immense quantity of new details concerning the 
working of Secret Diplomacy; one really may well be amazed at the 
dangers of these former methods of conducting diplomatic transactions. 
Then, too, the reports of the Russian agents give a vivid picture of French 
politics in those days; they are invaluable for the right interpretation of 
the French psychology and policy that was backing the alliance with 
Russia. How little sincerity there was in it, how much selfishness, and 
how seldom did the respective governments pay attention to the interests 
and the will of the nations ! Finally, the third point of interest, brought 
out in this Black Book, concerns the methods used toward the press, 
especially in France; take, for instance, the complaints of the Russian am- 
bassador, A. Isvolsky, of the lack of funds and his explanation of the 
success of the Italian embassy, because they had so much money to spend 
for purposes of publicity. The reader must remember that these details 
come from the pen of an impartial author; Marchand confesses his dis- 
may and horror, when in reading this diplomatic correspondence he be- 
gan to realize the dangers that constantly were threatening the nations. 
This policy of Imperialism was really one uninterrupted and steady de- 
velopment ; France was playing exactly the same game as Germany, Eng- 
land, or Russia. From Morocco it went on to Tripolitania, from the 
latter to Constantinople and the two Balkan wars, and from these wars to 
the general conflagration of 1914. 

Among the names mentioned we find very many familiar ones of the 
present day; in fact, as far as France is concerned, the great majority of 
them are now actively in public life: Poincare, Millerand, Barthou, Jon- 
nart, and many, many others; only their respective titles have changed. 
The historians of the war might incidentally note such striking details as 
Sazonov's report of his talk with the King of England, when the latter 
told him in 1912 (two years before the war) that " We [the English] shall 
sink every single German merchant ship we shall get hold of ". And one 
can be quite sure that the Germans knew about it. Further details con- 
cern the mutual espionage of the different agents ; the French reading the 
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Italian cipher, the Russians handling French and English despatches, 
and so forth. 

We find in this volume the discussion of two very important events, 
described in such detail as never before: first, the mission of Delcasse 
to Russia, which was the crowning point of that statesman's career, and 
did more than anything else to bring about the conflict with Germany. 
After it came the consummation of the naval agreement between France 
and Russia, so little known to the outside world. Secondly, the incidents 
connected with the tsar's visit to Potsdam in 1910 and the great alarm 
created by it in French government circles; the Russian explanations were 
really very ingenious. 

We repeat it, no modern historian will be able to avoid the careful 
study of this book. The second volume will probably contain even more 
important material. 

S. A. Korff. 

China at the Conference: a Report. By Westel W. Willoughby, 
Professor of Political Science in the Johns Hopkins University. 
(Baltimore : Johns Hopkins Press. 1922. Pp. xvi, 419. $3.00.) 

Professor Willoughby's book is offered merely as a "report" of af- 
fairs Chinese at the recent Washington Conference. It deals exclusively 
with the matters in which China was directly concerned. The Siberian 
question is referred to only once. The method is to bring together from 
the records, chiefly from the published documents and communiques, the 
salient points in the proposals, discussions, and decisions on every topic 
from tariff autonomy to the Twenty-one Demands. The volume is a 
digest and a handbook in which the reader will find topically classified 
a large amount of information which otherwise can be obtained only by 
much search and study. It is well to note that Senate Document no. 126, 
67 Cong., 2 sess., the first official report of the Conference and the docu- 
ment upon which most of Dr. Willoughby's quotations and citations are 
based, is now being re-edited with a view to republication by the Depart- 
ment of State. The new document will offer interesting comparisons with 
no. 126, which contained some material inadvertently published and also 
had inaccuracies and omissions. Not the least important of Professor 
Willoughby's documentary material is a digest of the preliminary cor- 
respondence in which the author hints at the evidence that the origin of 
the Conference was in London rather than in Washington. 

China at the Conference is, however, more than a report. It is an 
interpretation. Without passing over into the field of propaganda where 
the Japanese and British advocates in the public press during the Con- 
ference won such ephemeral triumphs, Professor Willoughby has given a 
dispassionate, severely restrained, and documented interpretation of the 
exact status of China at the beginning of the Conference, its contentions, 
its defeats, and its achievements. The author does not share the pes- 



